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Political Science 480/380: Scope of Political Science 
Spring Semester 2014 * Monday 3:25-6:00 * Instructor: James Johnson 

 
Office: 312 Harkness Hall * 275-0622 * jd.johnson@rochester.edu  

Office Hours: Wednesday 1:30-3:00 & b
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NOTE: I actively discourage your using LaTeX  for these assignments Ð your time is better spent 
learning how to think analytically and figuring out how to write coherently than wrestling with 
fancy typesetting. Among the things you donÕt want to have said of you: ÒAll fur coat, no 
knickers.Ó  
 

Academic Honesty 
 
You should be familiar with the College Policies
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Richard Fenno. 1986. ÒObservation, Context, and Sequence,Ó American Political Science  
Review 80:3-16. 

Lisa Wedeen. 2010. ÒReflections on Ethnographic Work in Political Science,Ó Annual Review of 
Political Science 13:255Ð72. 

Charles Taylor. 1985. Philosophy and the Human Sciences. Cambridge. Ch. 1 
Clifford Geertz. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. Basic Books. Ch. 1. 
Robert Bates, et. al., 1998. ÒThe Politics of Interpretation,Ó Politics & Society 26:603-42. 
James Johnson. 2002. ÒHow Conceptual Problems Migrate,Ó Annual Review of Political Science 

5:223-48. 
Ian Hampshire-Monk & Andrew Hindmoor. 2010. ÒRational Choice and Interpretive Evidence: 
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Hoover, Kevin. 1990. ÒThe Logic of Causal Inference,Ó Economics and Philosophy 6:207-34. 
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Ariel Rubinstein. 1991. ÒComments on the Interpretation of Game Theory,Ó Econometrica 
59:909-24. 

*Thomas Schelling. 1978. Micromotives and Macrobehavior. Norton. Ch. 4,7. 
Robert Sugden. 2000. ÒCredible Worlds: The Status of Theoretical Models in Economics,Ó 

Journal of Economic Methodology 7:1-31. 
 
Week Thirteen ~ Pathological Debates (April 15 th) 
 
* Donald Green and Ian Shapiro. 1994. Pathologies of Rational Choice Theory. Yale. 
Karl Popper. 1968. ÒThe Rationality Assumption.Ó In Popper Selections. Ed. David Miller. 

Princeton. 
Gary Cox. 1999. ÒThe Empirical Content of Rational Choice Theory: A Reply to Green and 

Shapiro.Ó Poppe
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Brian Barry. 2003. ÒCapitalists Rule, OK? A Commentary on Keith Dowding,Ó Politics, 
Philosophy & Economics 2:323-41. 

Andrew Hindmoor & Josh McGeechan. 2013. ÒLuck, Systematic Luck And Business Power: 
Lucky All The Way Down Or Trying Hard To Get What It Wants Without Trying?Ó 
Political Studies 61:834-49. 

 
Week Sixteen (May 5th) ~ No Class 
 
 Third Assignment Due Ð My Office, 5:00 pm. 
 
 
 


